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specimens of wine grown in Piedmont. We tasted a red
wine, Barolo, at 27s., like a rough claret, which the attend-
ant informed us was a fair sample of Piedmont productions.
Vermouth, which is a wine artificially flavoured with bitter,
is an agreeable, appetising, tonic drink, and combined with
soda-water makes one of the pleasantest summer beverages
possible. It has often surprised us that Vermouth has not
displaced the before-dinner sherry and bitters, to which the
Briton still clings, and which, from its excessive alcoholic
strength, is eminently calculated to retard digestion.
The island of Majorca sends us a single sample of its

wine H Albaflor," price 38s. This wine, of the vintage of
1869, resembles sherry very closely, and although we were
assured that it had not been in any way fortified, it struck
us as being somewhat powerful for a pure wine.

Madeira is represented by the firm of Sampaio Temaos
and Company, and those who wish to taste the difference
between a Madeira sweetened and fortified for English
tastes, and the pure wine as grown in the country, can do
so at their stall. The pure Madeira which we tasted struck
us as being one of the pleasantest wines we have met with
for a long time, but the price (60s.) entitles one to something
little out of the common. It certainly is quite a treat to get
the delicious Madeira flavour unalloyed by human ingenuity.
The wines of Hungary and Transylvania are well repre-

sented. A collection of wines by various growers has been
arranged by the Agricultural Society of Buda Pest, which
may be taken as a guarantee of their purity.

In most of the dry, white Hungarian wines one meets
;’with the same flavour, a flavour as distinct as that of
Madeira, Moselle, or Sauterne; but whether English palates
will learn to appreciate it in the way they have for years
appreciated the flavour of the white wines of western

Europe remains to be seen.
The Badacsony, Szamorodny, and Schomlauer wines are

well known to all connoisseurs of Hungarian vintages, and we
strongly recommend a trial of these to persons who want a
change from the everlasting sherry. Certainly they must
be far more wholesome than nine-tenths of the sherry which
finds ita way into the English market. Of dry red wines
there is also a good show at this stall, and those of the
Ofner and Carlowitz class need no comment from us. Of
the Hungarian sweet wines-ladies dessert liqueurs-we
think that their saccharine qualities too often mask their
vinous qualities. As for the name of Tokay-Imperial
Tokay !-it has become as great a curse to the Hungarian
market as Johannisberg is to the German, or Yquem to the
French. It is but too true that these names are frequently
used merely as baits for the unwary. The wine-buyer or
wine-taster should always be asking himself What’s in a
name?" and he who has most judgment will certainly re-
fuse to look at the label on the bottle till after his palate
has delivered the verdict.
In making these remarks, we do not mean to utter a

wholesale condemnation of every wine called 
H Tokay."

Far from it, for we have tasted many excellent samples of
wine bearing the name. It is to be regretted, however, that
the name of a vineyard is not as sacred as are trade-marks
and names in this country. As it is, the name on a bottle
is no guarantee whatever of the contents.

Messrs. Lapossy and Co., of Pesth, have also on show
many creditable samples of light cheap wine. The Badac-

sonyi, at 18s. a dozen, is a clean, acid wine, very character-
istic of Hungary. It would, we think, make a useful dinner
wine, and would be likely to aid digestion with those dys-
peptics who are unable to take beer. "Som," a wine of
more than twice the price, is of a higher class, but hardly
twice as good as the Badacsonyi.
Charles ]Kinloch and Co. exhibit a great variety of wines

of all countries. White Catalan, a wine of the sherry class,
at 20s., and Red Catalan, a wine of the port class, at the
same price, appear well worth the money, which is more
than can be said of many cheap wines from the Peninsula.
Their virgin sherry and virgin port both struck us as being
stronger than the pure wines from the Peninsula usually
are, and the port was too sweet for ordinary use.

Messrs. Kinloch have among their samples some Greek
wines-Red and White Phanean. The white variety is like
most Greek wines, too acid to be agreeable; but the Red
Phanean was an excellent sample, with a mixture of very
slight astringency and acidity which are likely to make it
popular as a dinner wine.

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.

A SECOND conversazione (the first having been held two
years ago under the presidency of Mr. Curling) took place
at the Society’s rooms, on Tuesday, the 9th instant, and the
success which attended it will be likely to render it a per-
manent biennial institution of the Society-i. e., one during
each presidency. The inconvenience and straitened character
of the Society’s rooms had previously always been a bar to
the adoption of such meetings, but the additional building,
and widening of entrances to rooms, &c., which were carried
out three years ago, have rendered the premises much more
convenient for such purposes.
There was a large assemblage of the heads of the profes-

sion, with some celebrities from the collateral branches of
the scientific world, Dr. C. J. B. Williams, the President, re-
ceiving the company in the large meeting-room.
Among the objects of art which adorned the rooms were

some which had a peculiar interest, as being the production
of members of the profession. Mr. Seymour Haden nearly
filled the walls of the reading-room with a collection of his
beautiful etchings, including a ma,sterly washed etehmg
after Turner’s 11 Calais Pier." Mr. J. L. Propert ",leo’ con-
tributed some of his works of the same nature, and Sir
Henry Thompson sent a collection of his water-colour
drawings and sketches ; which had a rival counterpart in a
portfolio of equally beautiful drawings by the ]a.teMr. Solly,
lent by his son, Mr. S. E. Solly. A painting of two children
by Medley, who painted the large picture of the "’Medical
Society of London," was lent by Sir H. Thompson, the
elder child in which, we understood, was a portrait
of the mother of the contributor. The other pictures
included Landseer’s Studies of Lions, lent by ’Mr.
Hills, drawings from Mr. P. Hewett’s collection, paintings
by Morland, Stothard, Heemskerck, &c., from Messrs.
Graves, and an interesting set of three portraits of North-
cote, by himself and his friend J. King, lent by Dr. Hare
and the Rev. Mr. Holman; and an amusing collection of
medical caricatures, from the Society’s collection, was ex-
hibited in the front lower room. There were also marble
busts of the late Dr. D. D. Davis, Obstetric Physician at
University College, and of the President, Dr. Williams, by
Mr. Edward Davis; a Madonna, by Mighoretti, lent by Dr.
Hare; Wedgwood vases from Dr. Sibson’s collection; a

valuable, very curious, and unique collection of antique
vitreous cinerary urns and marble cysts or sarcophagi,
holding human ashes after cremation,with numerous smaller
articles, such as lamps, water-jugs, scent bottles, &c., con-

nected with the private life and toilet of the ancients, lent
by Dr. Barratt, from his large collection of similar anti-
quities ; and in connexion with the above, Sir H. Thompson
exhibited some modern human ashes after cremation.
Many novel scientific inventions were exhibited, and

some of the most recent improvements in optical instru-
ments and microscopes were shown by various firms. Mr.
Lawson Tait exhibited his new Hsematoxylin and Litmus-
staining Processes. There were deep-sea registering ther-
mometers, by Messrs. Negretti and Zambra, a series of
fourteen thermometers to show relative sensibility, by Mr.
G. J. Symons; the composition of two rectangular motions,
by Mr. J. Tisley; the mode of using two objectives for
varying power, by Mr. James Smith; a new form of astro-
nomical sextant for observations in the dark, by Captain
J. E. Davis ; the fluorescence of actinic rays, by Dr. Glad-
stone; and photographs of lines in solar spectra, by Mr.
Norman Lockyer.
The Pharmaceutical Society and Messrs. Bell, Morson,

Squire, Hopkins and Williams, Herring, &c., showed new
pharmaceutical specimens and preparations, and Messrs.
Ferguson, Mayer and Meltzer, and Krohne and Sesemann
numerous novelties in surgical instruments ; the President
himself showing the various changes made in the construc-
tion of ear-trumpets and stethoscopes ; Mr. Hutchinson
lent a series of coloured drawings of skin and eye diseases,
and Mr. John Wood drawings of muscular variations, and
of operations in plastic surgery.
The rooms were adorned with a fine collection of flowers

and tropical plants by Messrs. Veiteh, and liberal refresh-

ments were served in the suite of rooms on the first floor.


